THE AUTHENTIC BIOGRAPHY OF COLONEL BECK
of the ojfficials to discuss matters which have not yet
been settled. After his coffee he rests about two hours,
lying on the sofa or driving out in his car, often in
company of his son. During those excursions he most
willingly visits the outlying parts of Warsaw, since he is
most interested in the rapid growth and development of
the capital. At five or at six o'clock at the latest he
resumes his work.
If by any chance the evening is fairly free, Colonel
Beck prefers to spend it at home. He is not a movie or
theatre fan, for he finds their programmes too long and
boring for a man accustomed to intensive work. Of the
films which he has seen, SherrifFs Journey's End, and
"Bengal Lancer, appear to have made the greatest impres-
sion on him. He often mentions these productions;
and, soldier as he is at heart, regrets that there have not
been more like them.
It is, however, in the late evening and night that the
Minister works most intensively. He has followed this
custom for a great many years and in particular the habit
was strengthened during the period when he collaborated
so closely with Marshal Pilsudski.
Night in the house at the Bruehl Palace, indeed, begins
very late, usually well after midnight. In spite of his
late hours, however, Colonel Beck does not immediately
go to bed after finishing his work. Evening is the time
when he snatches the opportunity of catching up with
his reading and, as he is often greatly in arrears, this
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